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the pivots of their doctrine. These are beliefs which the tradi-
tionalist Churches have refined and attenuated with the growth
of civilisation, but they appeal to the savage; and it is to the
savages who survive in civilised countries to the disgrace of the
social system, that the Salvation Army makes its appeal. Prosti-
tutes and drunkards are usually either neurotic or subnormal
in intelligence, and their emotional instability makes them quick
to respond to these primaeval notions. It may be argued that
any belief which can reform such outcasts is justified by its
results, that Christianity was originally a slave-religion, and
that the Salvationists have restored it to its original state. But
the Christian will answer that the appeal of his faith is to all
classes, to the learned as well as to the ignorant; and the
rationalist will argue that a religion based upon fables and
working through emotional excitement must be eventually
degrading. As Huxley wrote in his attack on General Booth :

Few social evils are of greater magnitude than uninstructed and
unchastened religious fanaticism ; no personal habit more surely
degrades the conscience and the intellect than blind and un-
hesitating obedience to unlimited authority.

In fact, a tyranny imposing itself by emotionalism is evil, whether
it is in the hands of a Booth or a Hitler. To these arguments the
devotion of Salvationists is no response : there is no belief too
foolish or too debased to excite enthusiasm and self-sacrifice.
And in any case the bigot must be presumed to derive more
pleasure from denouncing sins than he would from practising
them.

Huxley, in his attack on the Salvation Army, cited the Fran-
ciscans as an example of the deterioration liable to come over an
institution after the founder's death. And in the epilogue to
his book, Mr. Ervine describes the squabbles which after General
Booth's death ended in the deposition of his son and successor,
Bramwell Booth. The conduct of the protagonists was not
merely unchristian but disgustingly squalid, and two of those who
appear most disadvantageously in Mr. Ervine's account are
General Higgins, who replaced Bramwell Booth, and Eveline,
or, as she prefers to call herself, Evangeline Booth, the present
General. As a "rich institution run by a bureaucracy under an
autocrat, the Salvation Army will no doubt continue, but its
future does not seem bright. It has always lacked the intellectual
basis and the poetry that differentiate Christianity from savage
religions, and it now appears to lack the daemonic leadership
that created it and imposed it upon a hostile world. Moreover,
every improvement in education and in the standard of living